
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVS SEN Policy  

2022-2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Approval and review dates  

Policy Date of last review Date of next review 

SVS SEN Policy and Information Report August 2022 September 2023 

 

School 
Name 

Sandwell Valley 
School 

URN: 143038 

DfE Number: 333/6011 

Principal Mim Hall Date of Last 
Ofsted: 

01/10/2017;13/12/2018;14/06/2022 

Ofsted Grade Outstanding 



2022/23 SEN Policy and Information Report 

2 
 

Contents: 

 Page 

1    Aims      2 

2    Legislation and Guidance 2 

3    Definitions 2 

4    SEND Provision Aims and Objectives 4 

5    Roles and responsibilities 5 

6    SEND Information Report 6 

7    Dealing with a Disclosure Learning, Social, Emotional and Mental Health Support 7-8 

 
1 Aims 
 
Our SEN policy and information report aims to:  
 

 Ensure as far as is reasonably practicable that the ‘Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities Code of Practice: 0 to 25 year (DfES 2015) is implemented at SVS together 
with the Education Act 1996 (sections 316 and 316A).  

 Ensures it gives due regard to the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, The Equality Act 
2010 together with the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. 

 Set out how our school will support and make provision for students with special 
educational needs (SEN)  

 Explain the roles and responsibilities of everyone involved in providing for students 
with SEN  
 

2 Legislation and guidance  
 
This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational Needs and 

Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following legislation: 

 Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ responsibilities 
for students with SEN and disabilities 

 The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which set out 
schools’ responsibilities for education, health and care (EHC) plans, SEN coordinators 
(SENCOs) and the SEN information report  

 

3 Definitions  
 
A student has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them.  
 
They have a learning difficulty or disability if they have:  

 A significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the others of the 
same age, or  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
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 A disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind 
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools  

 
Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to, or 
different from, that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by 
mainstream schools. 
 

4 SEND provision aims and objectives 
 

4.1 SEND Provision Aims 

 Challenge all students to make above expected progress  

 Aid students to overcome difficulties so that they can achieve their potential in all 
areas of the curriculum  

 Enable students to access the curriculum and overcome barriers to learning  

 Promote personalised learning across the curriculum  

 Enable students to become independent learners  

 Provide CPD that empowers teaching staff to use a range of working memory, 
Speech, Language and Communication Needs to ensure meaningful use of 
differentiation to remove learning barriers.  

 Collect data on student’s abilities through the use of BSquared, Readingwise and 
where necessary, refer to SMBC Inclusion Team for further assessments. 

 
4.2 SEND Provision Objectives 

 To identify students who require additional support to access the curriculum 
effectively  

 To involve students and parents/carers in developing independence in learning  

 To involve outside agencies in the graduated approach of plans and specialised 
provisions for students with SEND  

 To work closely with feeder schools to ensure effective information transference to 
enable a smoother transition for identified SEND students  

 To provide comprehensive information and strategies about the individual 
requirements of students on the SEND Register  

 To evaluate annually the effectiveness of the SEND provision within the school using 
the school’s self-evaluation process facilitated by the Quality  and Learning Director 

 To ensure that identified SEND students in Year 11 are referred to SMBC Inclusion 
Team to confirm if they are entitled to public examination concessions or ‘access 
arrangements’  

 To be proactive through data analysis to meet the needs of the whole child, through 
collaboration with the SEND and Pastoral teams. 
 

5 Roles and responsibilities 

5.1 The SENCO  

The SENCO is Abigail Kemp can be contacted using email akemp@svs.sandwell.sch and 

phone number 0121 5697522.  

mailto:akemp@svs.sandwell.sch
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They will:  

 Work with the principal to determine the strategic development of the SEN policy 
and provision in the school  

 Have day-to-day responsibility for the operation of this SEN policy and the co-
ordination of specific provision made to support individual students with SEN, 
including those who have EHC plans  

 Provide professional guidance to colleagues and work with staff, parents, and 
other agencies to ensure that students with SEN receive appropriate support and 
high-quality teaching  

 Advise on the graduated approach to providing SEN support  

 Advise on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other resources to 
meet students’ needs effectively  

 Be the point of contact for external agencies, especially the local authority and its 
support services  

 Liaise with potential next providers of education to ensure that the school meets 
its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 with regard to reasonable 
adjustments and access arrangements  

 Ensure the school keeps the records of all students with SEN up to date 

The Assistant SENCO is Hayley Dale-Dolan can be contacted using email 

hdolan@svs.sandwell.sch and phone number 0121 5697522.  

5.2 The principal  

The principal will:  

 Work with the SENCO to determine the strategic development of the SEN policy 
and provision within the school  

 Have overall responsibility for the provision and progress of learners with SEN 
and/or a disability   

5.3 Class teachers 

 Each class teacher is responsible for:  

 The progress and development of every student in their class  

 Working closely with any teaching assistants or specialist staff to plan and assess 
the impact of support and interventions and how they can be linked to classroom 
teaching  

 Working with the SENCO to review each student’s progress and development and 
decide on any changes to provision  

 Ensuring they follow this SEN policy  

 

 

mailto:hdolan@svs.sandwell.sch
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6 SEN information report  

6.1 The kinds of SEN that are provided for 

Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, 
including:  

 Communication and interaction, for example, autistic spectrum disorder, 
Asperger’s Syndrome, speech and language difficulties  

 Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia  

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 

 Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, hearing 
impairments, processing difficulties, epilepsy  

 Moderate/severe/profound and multiple learning difficulties  

6.2 Identifying students with SEN and assessing their needs  

We will assess each student’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will 

build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make 

regular assessments of progress for all students and identify those whose progress: 

 Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 

 Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

 Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

 Widens the attainment gap  

This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social needs.  

Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a student is recorded as 

having SEN.   

When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and the 

wishes of the student and their parents. We will use this to determine the support that is 

needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or whether something 

different or additional is needed.  

6.3 Consulting and involving students and parents  

We will have an early discussion with the student and their parents when identifying 

whether they need special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the student’s areas of strength and 
difficulty  

 We take into account the parents’ concerns  

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child  



2022/23 SEN Policy and Information Report 

6 
 

 Everyone is clear on what the next steps are  

Notes of these early discussions will be added to the student’s record and given to their 

parents.  

We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a student will receive SEN support.  

6.4 Assessing and reviewing students' progress towards outcomes 

We will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review.   

The class or subject teacher will work with the SENCO to carry out a clear analysis of the 

student’s needs. This will draw on: 

 The teacher’s assessment and experience of the student  

 Their previous progress and attainment or behaviour  

 Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant  

 The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 

 The views and experience of parents 

 The student’s own views 

 Advice from external support services, if relevant  

The assessment will be reviewed regularly.  

All teachers and support staff who work with the student will be made aware of their needs, 

the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or approaches that 

are required. We will regularly review the effectiveness of the support and interventions 

and their impact on the student’s progress.  

7 Learning, Social, Emotional and Mental Health Support 
SVS operates a whole school approach to special educational provision. This means that all 

staff share responsibility for meeting the special educational needs of all students. Effective 

mixed ability teaching provides the foundation for maximising student performance. To this 

end, the teaching staff at SVS has agreed the following objectives: 

 To provide a curriculum which enables all students to realise their full learning 
potential and to benefit from the National Curriculum.  

 Resources are targeted specifically for those with learning, social, emotional, or 
behavioural difficulties and/or exceptionally able students.  

 A whole school approach to Learning and Behaviour Support is adopted so that 
meeting SEND is an integral part of curriculum planning, delivery and assessment  

 To identify individual needs and provide appropriate support  

 ICT is fully utilised to facilitate independent learning to allow students to take more 
control over their learning 
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Extra help and Learning Support for those with learning difficulties may take a variety of 

forms:  

 A specially designed learning programme  

 Assistance from an extra teacher/mentor in the classroom  

 Being taught individually or in small groups  

The organisation of Learning, Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) Support  

Avoidance of labelling and non-segregation is fundamental to good practice. Students are 

offered their curriculum entitlement, including the National Curriculum, within the context 

of the classroom alongside their peers and subject teachers. Students are given the 

opportunity to develop from their own starting point and progress at an appropriately 

challenging pace. Additionally, specialist teaching and resources are provided for students 

who require Learning and / or SEMH support. 

When the needs of individual students have been assessed, it may become necessary to 

target additional resources to facilitate learning. The SENDCo will co-ordinate the 

procedures for Learning Support, which will enable teachers in the areas of learning 

experience to: 

 Develop procedures for the identification of students with SEND  

 Provide in-class support for targeted students  

 Team teach or provide individual tuition if the need arises  

 In conjunction with the class teacher, prepare individual programmes of study and 
resources for targeted students  

 Develop staff expertise in catering for students with SEND  

 SENDCo will provide specialist guidance and co-ordinate this provision in 
consultation with the Senior Management Team.  

 SEND features as an agenda item on both Senior Management Team Meetings and 
Department Meetings 

Support for students is available from outside agencies including:  

 Educational Psychologist  

 Advisory Teachers for Learning  

 Advisory Teachers for SEMH  

 Hearing Impaired Service  

 Visual Impaired Service  

 Social Services  

 School Nurse (NHS visiting)  

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)  
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All outside agency support is co-ordinated by the SENDCo. 

Student progress is carefully monitored. Regular feedback is provided for students and 

parents/carers via school report and review meetings between tutors, parents/carers and 

SEN Department. 

Special Facilities: 

SVS has exceptional resources, which enable the staff to cater for the needs of a wide range 

of students. Facilities include:  

 Access to the school's PC network   

 Access to Readingwise, GCSEpod, Google Classroom 

 A lift to the First Floor Teaching Areas  

 Learning Support Staff 

 Mentor, Behaviour Support staff, Counsellor 

 Access to Sensory Room 


